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This  newsletter  is  not  an  

official  publication  of  the  Lutheran 
School of Theology of Chicago.  It  is  
published by alumni (graduates of the  
class  of  1969)  who  held  a  40-year 
reunion  May  15-17  in  Chicago.  
Feedback  is  welcome.  Send   it   to 
kjohnson999@gmail.com.

Reunion highlights of note

Walking  through  the 
Hyde  Park  neighborhood  after  so 
many years, and seeing the home of 
Barack  and  Michelle  Obama 
located just four blocks north of the 
seminary.

The  message  brought  by 
Dr.  Philip  Hougen of  the  class  of 
'69 and former bishop of the South-
eastern Iowa Synod,  at  the  prayer 
service on Saturday night (May 16) 
in Augustana Chapel, based on the 
next  day's  Gospel  (John 15:  9-17) 
with special  attention to verse 16: 
“You  did  not  choose  me,  but  I 
chose you ....”

The content-rich commen-
tary provided by Dr.  Ralph Klein, 
LSTC's Professor Emeritus of Old 
Testament  and  curator  of  the 
Gruber  Rare  Book  Collection,  in 
his  private  tour  of  that  rare-book 
collection, including the incredible 
Ninth  Century  vellum  manuscript 
of the New Testament.

(Continued on Page 2)

Members of the class of 1969 
remember the past and look to

the future during alumni reunion

Left to right—Kurt Johnson, Bob Lundgren, Roger Nelson, Philip  
Hougen, John Stumme and Ken Feinour.  Not available for this photo but  
also in attendance was Erv Uecker, who appears in other photos.

Members of LSTC's class of 1969 experienced a memorable 
weekend during May 15-17 as they gathered for a first-time reunion 
on the seminary's Chicago campus in Hyde Park.

While  sharing  recollections  of  the  past,  attendees 
(accompanied  by  family  members)  visited  with  Dr.  Jim  Echols, 
seminary  president,  viewed  and  learned  about  the  library's 
incredible rare-book collection in a mini-seminar conducted by Dr. 
Ralph  Klein,  enjoyed  a  “last  supper”  together  at  Cedar's 
Mediterranean  Kitchen  next  to  historic  Woodlawn  Avenue, 
participated in frank and candid discussions about theology and the 
seminary's  future,  worshiped  together  at  a  prayer  service  in 
Augustana Chapel Saturday night, then gathered again for Sunday 
worship at Augustana Lutheran Church across the street from the 
seminary campus before having lunch together and then celebrating 
with 2009 graduates  in  graduation ceremonies at  St.  Thomas the 
Apostle Church.

Another reunion—Also over  the weekend,  some members  of  the LSTC 
class  of  1959  reunited.   Shown (l  to  right)  are  Karl  Mattson,  George  
Fisher, Gerald Kline, Joe Wold and Dr. Phil Hefner.

Page 1 – LSTC / 69 published by alumni – June 2009


